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Lord Weardale.

..... I have great sympathy with the Armenian people
who for generations have suffered such cruel hardships, and I sin-
cerely trust that the suggested mandate to the United States of
America to give fostering care to the gradual re-establishment of
Armenia may become an accomplished fact, and offer to your
country the hope of a prosperous and independent future.

The Bishop of Winchester.
LY

..... I hope you will allow me to express my unreserved
and cordial sympathy, not only with the sufferings of Armenia, but
with every effort to secure arrangements which may guard the life
and prosperity of the Armenian race in the future.

The Bishop of Ely.

..... I have great sympathy with the meeting on June 19th,
and send my best wishes.

The Chief Rabbi.

..... The Chief Rabbi very much regrets that owing to
previous arrangements he will be unable to be present at the Public
Meeting on Thursday next.

He desires me to convey to you the expression of most sincere
sympathy with the cause of Armenia.

His Excellency D. Caclamanos, The Greek Minister, Greek
Legation.
..... I would take the opportunity of assuring you of my

full and hearty sympathy with the cause of your martyred nation
whose sufferings have been shared by my own.

Dr. Holland Rose, Litt. D., Cambridge University.

..... I earnestly hope that your claims to just and generous
treatment by the Powers will be fully voiced at the meeting and will
meet with a wide and powerful response. No nation has contracted
duties so binding and sacred towards the Armenian nation as Great
Britain ; and now is the time for her solemnly to fulfil those duties.

Professor Henry Spencer Wilkinson, All Souls' College, Oxford.

..... As a sympathiser for many years with the Armenian
people and as an advocate, for many years, of their cause, 1 should
like to have been present at your meeitng on the 19th. inst., but my
engagements here make it quite impossible for me to leave Oxford
on that day.
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My duty as Chairman is to be brief, and I shall not fail in it.
I [:'ave said we have met for a definite object. Armenia for
generations has been spoken of, written of, sympathised with ;
there have been floods of sympathy. But until the time of
War little else. The time for action on her behalf has now
arrived, and I ask you whether the case of Armenia is not a
conclusive argument for the League of Nations? We know
the difficulties, great difficulties,—difficulties at present, per-
haps insuperable in some respects. But it is inconceivable
that any fassociation of tha; Pov:lers.forgnnigeflbefor thef:
urpose of guaranteeing the peace and safety and liberties o
?he weakergl:nations of the world, should ;{:t be enabled to
rescue the Armenians from the hideous state of oppression and
bratality under which they have laboured for so many years.

Up to now the Turk has snapped his blood-staineti fingers
in the face of Europe. He has been cunning. He has not
acted secretly, but has massacred openly. But he has always
chosen a time convenient to himself, and one thing is certain
that whether it was in 1896 or 1909, the Turk operated at a
time when he knew that European divisions would prevent any
united action against him. Also he knew that he could count on
the indifference, if not the sympathy, of Germany and Austria,
those two great bulwarks of European civilisation! When
the Turk acted, he did not act as the nations and tribes of old
sometimes did, on a rough and brutal method in war of exter-
minating the population and have done with it. No, he
deliberately settled, even in times of peace, on a policy of
extermination by degrees. He accompanied these butcheries
with every feature and circumstance of horror, as regards
women and children as well as men.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, we come, then, to the climax
in 1915. I am not going to speak to you about that, because
what happened is too well known. The world has never seen
such slaughter on such a scale, in such a manner. The
militant Rowers of Europe have suffered heavily in open fight,
but the Armenians were slain and tortured when they could
not defend themselves. And now the War is over. Germany
and Austria are in the dust, the Turkish dominions are in the
hands of the Great Powers ; the clouds, we trust, are clearing.
But do not let us forget at this Meeting that the present
condition of the Armenian territories is appalling. I have
been asked to read a telegram from the Prime Minister of the
Armenian Republic, which was received last month by the
Armenian Red Cross Society, in which he says:—
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“ Condition of refugees in Erivan-Alexandropol
districts too awful to describe; 150 dying daily from
starvation and disease; more than 10,000 orphans

- want care, Tood, clothing; large quantities of flour,
food stuffs, medicals and clothing urgently needed;
shipments at once; if possible, cable funds.”

Now, ladies and gentlemen, we know there is a very
excellent Organisation which has been sending help to the
Armenians, but I cannot let this occasion pass without calling
your attention to its work and to its necessities. Every pound
given to the Armenians will do something to relieve the misery
of somebody, and this Society ought to be far better supported
than it is, though I know the numberless claims which are
made on everybody's purse.

In face of these facts our hope centres in the Conference
at Paris and in the League of Nations. I remember the old

hrase * Bag and Baggage.” When it was used, it was used
in a limited sense, for it referred directly to the North of the
Bosphorus ; it was there to be a complete clearance,—bag
and baggage. Now we do not stop at the Bosphorus (cheers),
we say the Turk must clear out of all Christian territories,
whether they are Greek or whether they are Armenian. He
cannot be permitted to repeat the shameful gst, and the

licy of *“ Bag and Baggage” in the Asiatic Dominions of

urkey must be insisted upon.

I have heard some people say, “ Why do you take so
much interest in the Armenians? They haven't fought.” But
haven't they fought ? It is all very well for us, with trained
and organised armies to fight on equal terms. But when you
are living with your wife and family in the midst of Kurds,
always ready to obey commands from Constantinople, it is
very difficult to fight when, if you take up a stick, you will have
your throat cut. But, as we know, the Armenians did fight.
At the time of the Russian collapse they did much to support
our Armies in Mesopotamia by their gallantry. Let us never
forget when it comes to the question of courage what the
Armenians have done. It should come home to many of us,
who take our religion in a pretty easy-going way, in peace and
comfort. These people have stuck to their religious faith for
centuries, knowing the risks and taking the risks; they have
stuck to their religion with almost incredible tenacity, faithful-
ness and most heroic devotion, and by the courage they have
shown, it seems to me, even gallantry on the field must take a
second place. (Applause.)
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Powers, and I hope and trust it will be, and that when the
new Armenian State has been established, it and the Republic
at Erivan may be united in that new and greater Armenia of
which Cilicia also shall form a part.

The Czecho-Slovaks earned their recognition by deserting
from the Austrian Army, constituting themselves an indepen-
dent force and fighting bravely against Germany in the Russian
Armies. A similar service has been rendered by General
Andranik and his men. Other Armenians have fought in the
Armies of France, and in the forces of General Allenby in
Palestine. Therefore, on the same principle as that applied to
the Czecho-Slovaks, I think the Armenian Republic is entitled
to recognition. :

That being so, we should have in Armenia a homogeneous
Armenian population including all these territories. Of course
it is true that there are other elements of population, and in
many parts of the country these elements or population are

retty equally present. Besides the Christians there are the
urds and other tribes and sects. Therefore the population of
these districts is a very mixed one, and great care will be
needed to arrange the system of local government in such a
way that each department will have the direct management of
its own affairs. But among all these elements, the most
ancient, the most industrious, most educated, most reliable,
is the Armenian element, and, therefore, to it belongs the lead-
ing place, and the State, although not entitely composed of
Armenians, ought to be an Armenian State, with due protec-
tion and due regard to the rights and privileges of every
minority there. And I trust that all Armenians will recognise
that if a New Armenia is to be built for Liberty and Equality,
Iiberg and equality must be extended to every element it
contains, : '
The only trouble to be apprehended is from the Kurds,
who are, as you know, a restless population. But, after all,
the trouble which the Kurds have caused during the last sixty
or seventy years is almost entirely due to incitement from the
Turks, and once their influence is removed there is no reason
why the Kurds should not settle down. It will help to this if
E;oper means of communication are opened up. If the in-
bitants have a better access to the outer world and to the
means of developing a more industrious life, I believe that a
comparatively small force would prevent trouble between the
Kurds and their Christian neighbours. In some parts, where
the Kurds are in the great majority, they might in some way or
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other be recognised as having their autonomy. These ques-
tions may be presently settled if the Powers will devote them-
selves to the proper consideration of the methods of settlement.
It is necessary that some assistance should be given to
the young Armenian State, and for that purpose it is proposed
that some disinterested and impartial Power shall step in to
give the requisite assistance to the young Community in its
rst progress towards development.  You know that it has
been suggested that the United States should be given this
opportunity. But first of all it must be decided whether the
United States enters the League of Nations. That remains
to be settled. I venture to believe that the difficulties involved
in the way of keeping order are very much less than has been
represented in some quarters.  Friends who know the country
assure me that a comparatively small Army, or indeed a
Gendarmerie, composed of a few thousand men, would be quite
sufficient to maintain order; and 1 hope, that if the offer is
made to the United States, they will not be debarred from
accepting it by supposing the problem to be one of very great
difficulty or involving a heavy expenditure. The country may
in twenty years, or probably less, become self-supporting.
It is for the Armenians themselves now to set to work.
To those Armenians who are here present I would say, What
you most want is concord and internal peace, to show that you
are animated first and foremost by the sense of the great
opportunities that have at last come to you after all these
centuries of suffering and steadfast endurance. May these
regions which have so long been desolated by a cruel and
rapacious enemy, be restored to prosperity by a peaceful,
industrious and enlightened people. (Applause).

T. P. O'CONNOR, M.P.:—

E have an Irish poem which begins with the words,
“Doth not a meeting like this make amends? " And

the words of that poem came forcibly back to my
memory when I found myself surrounded by the
figures on this platform to-night.

You have heard, I think, four of the oldest Gladstonian
Armenophiles still living. Naturally I begin with the youngest
of the four, Dr. Clifford. «I go on to the second youngest, Lord
Br?:e and then take up Sir Robert Perks, and I come to my-
self, who only number a tally of 71 years as compared with the
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dotage if I speak of it again, but I was present at a lunch given to
some American Missionaries in New York City. They were very
plain and simple men and women. I should think, if I were
to examine the accounts, that their salaries about gave them
bread and cheese and a very few comforts added. One got up
and described how he, or she, had fed the starving children in
Jerusalem. Another told of his, or her, work in Aleppo and
another of what he, or she, had done in Baghdad ancro Con-
stantinople. One man said, as if he were describing a trip from
London to Brighton, “1 am very grateful to you for your
recognition of my work in Persia, to which I am returning this
afternoon.” And that man had left his wife in a grave in the
East, where she had died helping him to do this work of charity
to the suffering Armenians. Therefore I would strongly say to
my American friends here this evening that all the world will
give, if they will accept it, with confidence and love to the
American people the duty of tending the infant steps of the
New Armenia through the crisis. We look on their President
as the greatest Liberal in the werld to-day, and I add that the
soldiers and sailors and the statesmen of his land have given
to the Stars and Stripes the new sifniﬁcance of being a part of
the liberation of the World, as well as of America herself.

1 think I have only just one more word to say. I agree
with all that Lord Bryce, with far greater knowledge and
authority than I can profess or claim, I agree with every word
he said as to what the future Armenia should be. It ought to
be a big Armenia, not a small one: it ought to be a united
Armenia. There is no distinction of blood or purpose between
the Armenian who has been under the Russian Government and
the Armenian who has been under the Turkish Government
and whatever the crimes are of the present Russian Government
I cannot think that any real democratic Government can exist
to-day which will not give to every nation the right of deter-
mination in its own destinies. I cannot think that any Russian
Government of the future would ever dare to try and bring
back under Russian rule the Russian Armenia.

The present position of your Cause has many perils,
many difficulties that have still to be surmounted, that we, who
occupy seats in the two Houses of Legislature of this country,
ought to bring before the attention of our Government. ?L
spite of all these things, this is a great hour in the history of
Armenia. The dead Tand of Turkey, the bloody hand of
Turkey, is off the throat of Armenia, and its indestructible soul
is soaring to peace and to liberty for ever. (Applause.)
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