From an Alien to a subject: Assyrian naturalisation in Australia

The scanned images listed in this brief article are from the National Archives of
Australia, Melbourne office collection. These documents are from the B741/3 series that
contain some 11956 items.

This series was under the control of the Commonwealth Investigation Branch (CIB)who
investigated matters such as application for naturalisation for resident aliens, tracing the
whereabouts of aliens/or foreigners, arrivals and departures of aliens and the registration
of alien immigrants.

The focus of this piece will be on two Assyrians — George Saleeba and Rosie Soma -
both of whom arrived in Melbourne in the colony of Victoriain 1892 and 1894. Prior to
1901 Australia consisted of 6 self-governing colonies each responsible for their own
internal affairs and who ceded some of their powers to the newly established Federal
Government. As an “ independent” nation, the Australian Federal Government was
responsible for internal affairs covering immigration, defence, and the issuing of currency
whereas foreign and strategic policy was the responsibility of Great Britain.

George Saleeba and Rosie Soma applied to become naturalised British subjects
and the Investigation Branch was required to conduct background checks on the
applicants to ensure their suitability as British subjects. Documents 1 and 5 show Precis
of Form 40 (Statutory Declaration) which required the candidates application to be
certified by three persons who knew them. Thisform also listed current and previous
addresses in Australia, occupation, date of birth and parent’s nationality and marital
status of the applicant.

Once this information was collected from Form40, the Investigation Branch then
prepared a “Report on Application for Naturalisation ” which permitted them to complete
their background checks on the applicant in question. In the general remarks section of
the “Report on Application for Naturalisation ” document, the investigating officer would
recommend to the Department of Home and Territories that the applicant was either
suitable or unsuitable in becoming a British Subject. (Documents 2 and 6).

In George Saleeba’s “Report on Application for Naturalisation ”” form, question
16 states that “ [he] has become almost entirely Australian in outlook and sentiment. He
married an Australian lady and his family all born here ” and general remarks section “
This applicant is a business man of long standing in Melbourne and iswell known in
Flinders Lane (see Document 2)
Rosie Soma’s “Report on Application for Naturalisation ” form indicates that she was “ a
very respectable lady.” She wanted to apply “ for an old age pension.” Such positive
statements would have greatly enhanced Saleeba’s and Soma’s application for
naturalisation. (Document 6).
Both were granted British naturalisation on October 9, 1925 and February 18, 1927
respectively. (Documents 7 and 8)

During the First World War all aliensresiding in Australiawere required to
register under the War Precautions Regulations of 1916. This document was known as “



Form A The War Precautions (Aliens Registration) regulation 1916. Form of Application
for Registration” which required aliens to register with Australian authorities. Failure to
register was regarded as a breach of the regul ations meaning that the alien could be fined
and imprisoned. It should be noted that Saleeba’s wife, though English by birth, was
required to register under wartime regulations because she was married an aien.
(Documents 3 and 4)

In Rosie Soma’s file, Form A was not included but her Report on Application for
Naturalisation shows that she registered as an alien possibly in 1916. It is more than
likely that her Form A might be located in some other filein the National Archives of
Australia. (See Document 6, Question.9)

Another wartime document not included in Saleeba’s and Soma’s file was “ War
Precautions (Alien registration) regulation 1916 Form E notice of change of Abode”
document. This meant whenever an alien changed their address, they were required to
report to the nearest police station by completing a new Form E. Furthermoreif an alien
wished to visit afriend or relative outside of Melbourne, they required the permission of
the local police.

Such measures allowed Australian authorities to keep aliens under close surveillance who
were domiciled in Australia during the 1914-1918 war. Again failure to notify the police
was regarded as a breach of the wartime regulations meaning that the alien could be fined
and imprisoned. The war precaution regul ations were discontinued in 1922.

In conclusion, this article has outlined the procedures that Assyrians were
required to undertake in order to become naturalised British subjects. The documents also
show that the term Syrian and Assyrian are used interchangeably.

(Source National Archivesof Australia, Melbourne Office Documents 1-4, B741/3
V/1507; Documents 5-6, B741/3 V/3193)
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."Have you seen the applicant? ... .. . 1a. Has he a permanent address and occupation¥.. ... .

" 2 Does Lis description correspond with that given by him; if not, in what respect is it incorrect?

3. Are the particulars stated regarding his wife and children ecorrect® 55

4, Can the applicant read and write the English language??ﬁ!
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WAR PRECAUTIONS (ALIENS REGISTRATION) REGULATIONS I316.

Form of Application for Registration.

This form is to be filled up in duplicate, and the Alien is to attend in person,
with the duplicate forms, before the member of the Police Force in charge of the
Police Station nearest to his usual place of abode.

Name (in full). Cloce Satiche

~ Nationality & maliet, { Aasyrears 2F T e/ Pt Lo
Birthplace 2[ W | & % Date of birth..../.& ? J?’
Place of residence* /Cjo‘l ¢ W SAH gM
Place of business (if any). .. Ad—mot—rA g R
Occupation Mo A '

Date of entry to Commonwealth
*If a member of & ship’s crew, state here neme of ship, port at which voyage commenced, and port to which bound.

Personal Description.

Height é ‘}//j/ é Colour of eyes M

‘Colour of hair i e NOEADLS IATKS. .o e .
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AR PRECAUTIONS (ALIENS REGISTRATION) REGULATIONS 916.

Form of Application for Registration.

This form is to be filled up in duplicate, and the Alien is to attend in person,
with the duplicate forms, before the member of the Police Force in charge of the
Police Station nearest to his usual place of abode.

Name (in full)...

.!y -
Nationality..........: *wdF =
Birthplace........... / /

Place of residence*.... a#
Place of business (if any).....9.Z4.
Occupation Qz ...........

Date of entry to Commonwealth /8 24

*If a member of a ship's crew, atate here name of ship, port at which voyage commenced, and port to which bound,

Personal Description.
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of Kli:m Registration Oficer).

Signature of Alien....... M?{M
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,AIB. Rosie S(MA, 15, Fleet St., Fitaroy, Home duties, Syrian, 61, 5/2,

black halr, brown eyes
Cert, %0 by 1. V.M.uLLIOTY, 18 Fleet st., ¥itzroy, 30 yrs.
2. AJWSINBFRG, 17  do. 0. e

de¢ D.WEINBrRG, S.5. Teacher, do,.

Born 20.1.1865 at Beyroul, parents assyrian; widow of Richard Joseph,

born Mt. Lebanon 15,5.1850; 4 ghildren
Arr, Helbourne 2¢.8,189Z per werman 8.8,
Ress Melbourne except for Launceston 7 yrs.

Reg. Fltzrey, Cert. 17.
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report on Application for Naturalization by.. . Rosis 30Ma, e 1
Address of Applicant. .15 Fledt Street, FITZROY, Uictoris....
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. What evidence does applicant produce as to his birthplace and nationalityb........
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er S
. Does His description correspond with that given by 1’&]; if not, in what respect is it incorrect?
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Are the particulars stated regarding Kixﬁmml children correct .. X g
Can the applicant read and write the English language? . Ea.nno‘[: _____ I'Ba-d OI'WI‘ite. ......................... '

. If not, can Slgﬁpeak it and understand it when spoken? .. YB8.. . .

arrived in the State in 1894 issued at Port Said & fnrthﬂr satisfies

. What evidence does a.pphumt. adduce as to the period upﬁi residence in Australia or in any other British

Permit & other documengs,

Dominiond T T Y T R

5. Do other peraous belonging to the nationality he claims recognize %En as a fellow muntrym ________ Y €Se
g
9. Was Qe registered as an alien ; if so, of what nationality and at what place?. . ¥ BS,,.S}ZITian . }!".j,t,zroy .
10. If not registered, state fully applicant’s explanation...... T e e e et
11. Is the applicant of good character?. .. ... Y esasfarasisknown. ....................
12, Have you seen the persons who have certified Lh‘% charscter, and are they of geod reputel _mpm gaey,
and speaks well of applicant,
3. Is %ehre‘eally well known to them?. . YOS a o
ar ~Nothin W
14. Have you any record as to h¥ conduct during the warf . . 0 ........ i% _____ k:ﬂ 0 _____ Il againat ..........................
____________________________________________________ P
15. Is there any evidence that the applicant has shown BiESHI by act or speech to be disaffected or disloyal to

His Majesty the ngflo’

;; IG‘W%M;MQ%Etemmmfm'MmhmbfWIMUNMManT Desiras full rights of c1tizg§ship,
in order to be eligible to.apply. £0r.0ld. 886 -ponglon e .
E 17. Are you aware of any facts that would make it undesirable that g_e gmuld be naturalizved? . NQe ... .
: 174, Has applicant been uaturalized or made application for nuturalization in Australia previously A ||+ PO
18. Has applicant been convicted of any offence? |+ I
19. Has applicant any intention of leaving the Commonwealth in the near future? Noe
GENERAL REMARKS— The upplicant appesrs to te a very respectable lady,.
4t present her health is failing badly & she is desirous of
ﬂ}qﬂ applying for an old-HEE pension. ..................................................
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